his hands and his side. The disciples were filled
with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said
to them again, ‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me,

so am I sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive,

they are forgiven;

for those whose sins you retain,

they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
When the disciples said, “‘We have seen the
Lord,” he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that
the nails made in his hands and can put my
finger into the holes they made, and unless I can
put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’
Eight days later the disciples were in the house
again and Thomas was with them. The doors
were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among
them. ‘Peace be with you,” he said. Then he
spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look,
here are my hands. Give me your hand; put
it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’
Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!” Jesus
said to him;

“You believe because you can see me.

Happy are those who have not seen and yet

believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus
worked and the disciples saw, but they are not
recorded in this book. These are recorded so
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing this you
may have life through his name.

®  The Gospel of the Lord.
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STILL BEARING THE WOUNDS OF LOVE

Thomas is one of the most clearly defined
characters in the Gospels. Born loser, realist,
pessimist, he has missed out on the Easter
night appearance of Jesus. He won't believe
that Jesus has been raised simply on the other
disciples’ claim: “We have seen the Lord’. He
insists on seeing, touching, hearing for himself.

Eight days later, with divine ‘courtesy’, Jesus
meets Thomas’ conditions exactly. But, at
the sight of his risen Lord, Thomas abandons
these conditions. He, the late-comer, the
obtuse one, goes on to make the most exalted
act of faith contained in the gospel: ‘My Lord
and my God!" It is Thomas, the hesitant, the
doubter, who brings out the full identity of
Jesus.

demand to see and
touch the wounds shows that the risen Lord
continues to bear these badges of vulnerable
love. Presumably that is why Pope John Paul
IT chose this Second Sunday after Easter as

Moreover, Thomas’

‘Divine Mercy’ Sunday: Jesus is someone to
whom we can go and find understanding and
mercy in a divine degree.

Jesus adds a comment that brings us into the
picture too: ‘Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet believe’. Succeeding generations
of believers will not have the privilege of seeing
the risen Lord. We have to believe simply
the testimony handed down in the Church:
‘We have seen the Lord’. We are not at a
disadvantage. We are in fact ‘blessed” because
from us a faith greater than that of Thomas’
will be drawn. And it is faith that lets God’s
power into the world.

Brendan Byrne, SJ

SeconD SunDAY OF EAsTER — Divine MercY SUNDAY / A

FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

The faithful lived together and owned everything

in common.

The whole community remained faithful to the
teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to
the breaking of bread and to the prayers.

The many miracles and signs worked
through the apostles made a deep impression
on everyone.

The faithful all lived together and owned
everything in common; they sold their goods
and possessions and shared out the proceeds
among themselves according to what each one
needed.

They went as a body to the Temple every
day but met in their houses for the breaking
of bread; they shared their food gladly and
generously; they praised God and were looked
up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added
to their community those destined to be saved.

B  The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 117:2-4, 13-15,22-24
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting. (or Alleluia.)

1. Let the sons of Israel say: / ‘His love has no
end.”/ Let the sons of Aaron say: / ‘His love
has no end,’ / Let those who fear the Lord
say: / ‘His love has no end.” R.

2. I was thrust, thrust down and falling / but
the Lord was my helper. / The Lord is my
strength and my song; / he was my saviour. /
There are shouts of joy and victory / in the
tents of the just. R.

3. The stone which the builders rejected / has
become the corner stone. / This is the work of
the Lord, / a marvel in our eyes. / This day was
made by the Lord; / we rejoice and are glad. R.

‘'THE SAVING WORD

19 ApriL 2020

SECOND READING 1 Pet 1:3-9
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

He has given us a new birth as his children,

by raising Jesus Christ from the dead.

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who in his great mercy has given us a
new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus Christ
from the dead, so that we have a sure hope and
the promise of an inheritance that can never be
spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it
is being kept for you in the heavens. Through
your faith, God’s power will guard you until the
salvation which had been prepared is revealed
at the end of time. This is a cause of great joy
for you, even though you may for a short time
have to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials;
so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith
will have been tested and proved like gold — only
it is more precious than gold, which is corruptible
even though it bears testing by fire — and then
you will have praise and glory and honour.
You did not see him, yet you love him; and
still without seeing him, you are already filled
with joy so glorious that it cannot be described,
because you believe; and you are sure of the end
to which your faith looks forward, that is, the
salvation of your souls.

B  The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 20:29
Alleluia, alleluia! / You believe in me,
Thomas, because you have seen me; /

happy those who have not seen me, but still
believe! / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 20:19-31
A reading from the holy Gospel according

to John.

After eight days, Jesus came in and stood among them.
In the evening of that same day, the first day
of the week, the doors were closed in the room
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.
Jesus came and stood among them. He said to
them, ‘Peace be with you,” and showed them



